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Cities in counties of 

  Southeastern Minnesota  
  League of Municipalities  

From the Prez   –   A new world 
 

Wow. Since we met last January, it feels like we entered a whole 
new world. COVID-19 has changed just about everything for our 
cities, and for each of us as individuals.   
     We have our city council meetings online now, and try to 
maintain community involvement.  
     We have many of our city staff working from home during the 
‘shelter-in-place’ order. Many of us are working from home or are 
furloughed from our own jobs. Some people are unemployed with 
no idea when they will be back to work, which is a bigger burden 
for them and their families. 
     We have concerns about our city staff and possible furloughs. 
Nobody wants to even think about that.  
     We worry about our local businesses and their employees, who 
are often our friends and neighbors.   
     We think about what will happen to our city revenue and budgets. 
Is it time to look for ways to reduce our budgets now? Will we be in 
deeper trouble if we delay making cuts? Will it be like ‘putting rocks 
in our own boat’ in the future if we don’t take action to lighten our 
budgets now? 
     We have concerns about keeping all the people around us safe 
and healthy, including our families and ourselves.  
 

I’m not usually so serious, but these are things going through my 
head right now, and I doubt I’m alone. That’s why I am so glad we 
have the SEMLM for us to come together, discuss, and find answers 
to at least some of these things that occupy our minds.  
We can share our concerns and ideas during the first online SEMLM 
meeting April 30th. Watch for emails and info in this newsletter of 
how to join the meeting online by computer or phone.  
 

Okay, I just smiled now because, knowing us, we’ll even have some 
fun during the meeting. We always do, and I’m especially looking 
forward to that! See you online on the 30th! 
 

SEMLM President Dan Eggler 
Kasson City Council 
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Contact SEMLM: 
brenda@semlm.org 

 

 

April 2020 
Save the dates 

April 30 …………… E-meeting 
July 30 ……………... Wabasha 

 

*Look for treats on  
Pages 3, 4, 5, 7 
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  Two Companies...One Goal 

Serving You Better 

Boardroom News 
The SEMLM Board added three new members as of the January 
30th meeting, and one of our newest board members has taken on 
the role of treasurer. Thank you to Mayor Beth Carlson of 
Lewiston for stepping forward to serve in this important position. 
Mayor Carlson is taking over from the departing Treasurer, 
Mark Vahlsing, City Administrator of Kenyon. Thank you, 
Mark, for your many years of excellent service to the SEMLM as 
our treasurer. It’s always a pleasure to work with you, and we 
appreciate your continued dedication to the SEMLM as a city 
member.  
 

We also appreciate having Goodview City Administrator Dan 
Matejka and Hokah City Councilmember Jerry Martell join 
the board. That bring s the number of filled board seats up to nine. 
With the membership vote to grow the SEMLM to eleven 
counties, they also voted to add two more board seats, for a total 
of eleven seats. Board representation will grow to include 
officials from cities in the three newly added counties, and we 
look forward to bring them onto the Board!  
 

Cities from the newly added counties have already begun 
SEMLM membership. The very first one to send in their dues was 
the City of Albert Lea, and quickly after that came the City of 
Medford. It’s been our pleasure to see these cities at past 
SEMLM meetings as guests, and it sure feels right to have them 
be full members now. Welcome to the SEMLM, the best 
regional league of cities in Minnesota! We’re glad you’re with 
us! We think you’re brilliant to join, though we’ll admit to being 
a bit biased in favor of the SEMLM and all our SE MN cities.  

SEMLM Board of Trustees 
President Dan Eggler   
Kasson City Council 
councilpersoneggler@cityofkasson.com  

 

Secretary Nick Koverman   
St. Charles City Administrator 
NKoverman@StCharlesmn.org  

 

Treasurer Beth Carlson 
Lewiston Mayor 
mayor@lewistonmn.org 
 

Past President Randy Staver 
Rochester City Council President 
rstaver@rochestermn.gov  
 

Trustee Kim Beise 
Red Wing Council President  
kim.beise@ci.red-wing.mn.us  
       

Trustee Ryland Eichhorst  
Oronoco Mayor             
rylande@hotmail.com 
 

Trustee Rick Butler 
Claremont Mayor                     
rkbsd15@gmail.com 
 

Trustee Dan Matejka 
Goodview City Administrator 
dmatejka@goodviewmn.com 
 

Trustee Jerry Martell 
Hokah City Council 
erickson000@centurytel.net 

  

Welcome 
to our newest SEMLM 

Community Partner  

F&M 
Community 

Bank 
We appreciate your 

participation and support 
for our work in the cities 
and the region of SE MN.  

Thank you! 
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Public Works 
Equipment Sharing Program 
 

Goal: Participating cities can opt to list their 
loanable/rentable equipment, updating as 
needed.  Using a geographic search engine, a 
city needing equipment could find which nearby 
cities have it available. It can be like a Public 
Works Craigslist.  
 

April Updates - SE MN County Emergency 
Managers will work with us toward an inventory 
of loanable Public Works equipment for cities in 
SE MN.  They suggested FEMA’s IRIS software 
(Incident Resources Inventory System). FEMA 
gives free access to the IRIS software, makes no 
restrictions on use, and provides online tutorial 
training. (MNWARN requires a formal disaster 
declaration, and limits it to water/wastewater 
issues.) MN’s Homeland Security Office (HSEM) 
may have info on possible training for the 
software. The challenge now is that all these 
folks are swamped with COVID-19 issues. 
When life calms down, we will work with HSEM 
to move this forward. Senator Nelson is still 
committed to working with us on this for 
funding city training on implementing the 
software or for other related needs.  
 

Albert Lea, former City Hall 

City Pic Trivia  
Where is this 

building  
and what was it 

used for in the past? 
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Sven and Ole work for the City        Funny on 4 

(Be glad it’s not your city!) 
With the COVID-19 pandemic facing the entire city, the mayor put Sven and 
Ole in charge of creating a common list of terms for city employees to use as 
they began working from home, instead of at City Hall. The goal was to have 
everyone familiar with typical computer jargon, so they could be understood 
clearly if there was any trouble with the city equipment.  
       Only Sven and Ole could come up with a list like this!                            
 
Log On: Making da vood stove hotter 
Log Off: Don't add no more vood 
Monitor: Keepin’ an eye on da vood 
Download: Getting da vood off da truck 
Megahertz: Ven yer not careful getting da 
firevood 
Floppy Disk: Vat yew get from trying tew  
carry tew much vood 
Ram: Dat ting dat splits da vood 
Hard Drive: Getting’ home in da vinter time  
in da snow 
Prompt: Vat da mail ain't in da vinter time 
Windows: Vat yew shut ven it's cold outside 
Screen: Vat yew shut vens it's black  
fly season 

Byte: Vat dem dang black flies do 
Chip: Munchies fer da TV 
Microchip: Vats in da bottom of da 
munchies bag 
Modem: Vat yew did tew da hay fields 
Keyboard: Where yew hang da keys 
Software: Dem dang plastic forks and 
knives 
Mouse: Vat eats da grain in da barn 
Mainframe: Holds up da barn roof 
Port: Fancy vine 
Random Access Memory: Ven yew 
can't remember vat yew paid fer da 
rifle, ven yer wife asks. 
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MN Trivia  
How many miles does the Mississippi 
River stretch from Minnesota to the Gulf 
of Mexico?

 

The Mississippi River is the second-longest 
river and chief river of the second-
largest drainage system on the North American 
continent, second only to the Hudson 
Bay drainage  system. From its traditional 
source of Lake Itasca in northern Minnesota, it 
flows generally south for 2,320 miles 
(3,730 km) to the Mississippi River Delta in 
the Gulf of Mexico. With its many tributaries, the 
Mississippi's watershed drains all or parts of 
32 U.S. states and two Canadian 
provinces between 
the Rocky and Appalachian mountains.  
The main stem is entirely within the United 
States; the total drainage basin is 
1,151,000 sq mi (2,980,000 km2), of which only 
about one percent is in Canada. The Mississippi 
ranks as the fourth-longest river and fifteenth-
largest river by discharge in the world. The river 
either borders or passes through the states 
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois,  
Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas,  
Mississippi, and Louisiana.
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Encourage City Candidates 
Mentorship for public office 

Many communities struggle to have enough 
people run for mayoral and council seats, or 
volunteer for city boards and commissions. 
Encouraging more people to step forward to 
serve would help solve that problem. Our 
organization and others can help mentor 
potential candidates.  
 

If you know any women who would like to run 
for local office, or need encouragement to do 
so, have them contact Sheila Kiscaden at 
skiscaden@gmail.com. A non-partisan group 
of volunteers with experience in local 
government are willing to mentor other 
women about running for public office and 
serving in local government.  
 

If you know anyone considering running for a 
city elected or volunteer position, bring them 
to a SEMLM event. Attending one of our 
events would introduce them to current issues 
cities face, and the friendly faces of our cities. 
Learning more about city government can help 
any candidate better understand what it 
means to serve as an elected city official.  

That’s good for all of us in the region. 
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News from Mosquito Heights 
Assistant City Clerk Buddy got an email from Mayor Buzz who 
was just down the hall.  
“Hey, Buddy, send me one of your funny jokes! I love your 
jokes!” 
Buddy emailed back, “I’m working right now. I’ll send you one 
later, Mayor!” 
Mayor Buzz replied, “That was fantastic, Buddy! Send me 
another one!” 

  

 
 
 

A special welcome to all cities in  

Freeborn, Rice, and Steele Counties 
    Thank you for your continued interest in the SEMLM, for attending events with 
us, sharing discussions, and learning with us. We’re excited to have you in our 
expanded SEMLM membership area. With common interests and goals for SE MN, 
we work together for the benefit of all our communities and the region.  
    The SEMLM is the only regional league of cities in our state, and we focus on 
our unique SE MN issues, which other city organizations cannot. We appreciate all 
the other city organizations of Minnesota, and we work with them, too.  
     If you’ve been to SEMLM events, you know we’re committed to serving our 
cities with educational sessions on timely topics. We want your input for topics of 
interest. Contact SEMLM Director, Brenda Johnson brenda@semlm.org , to make 
suggestions. We want to hear from you! 
    You may also know the SEMLM is an advocate for our members at the Capitol. 
We are non-partisan, and active on issues that come from you, our city members. 
As a grassroots organization, we have strong credibility with our region’s 
legislators. Over the years, we’ve developed good relationships with them. We 
share information to help them, and they contact us for input and support on issues.  
    Lastly, SEMLM members have a lot of fun. We definitely enjoy a good meal 
and refreshments. Each quarterly SEMLM event celebrates our efforts and 
successes as we serve our SE MN communities and region.    

Don’t miss out on the fun! 
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How the SEMLM works
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Spring Membership Event  

April 30, 2020 via Google Meet 
To join the online video meeting, click this link: https://meet.google.com/csq-yevr-cwd 

Otherwise, to join by phone, dial +1 929-324-2960 and enter this PIN: 415 823 304# 
To view more phone numbers, click this link: https://tel.meet/csq-yevr-cwd?hs=5 

 

Agenda 
6:00 – Check-in and Social Time, Bring Your Own Beverage and Broadband 
7:00 – Business Meeting 
Call to Order – Dan Eggler, SEMLM President 

a. Motion to accept agenda: ____________________________________________  
b. Roll call of attending member cities  
c. Updates - July 30th summer SEMLM meeting (Wabasha or virtual) 
d. Board seat for voting  
e. Other business  

Secretary report – Nick Koverman - Motion to accept minutes: ___________________________ 
Treasurer report – Beth Carlson - Motion to accept report: ______________________________ 
7:15 – SEMNT: Welcoming and Inclusive Community Efforts and Welcoming Week Ideas 
  Jennifer Hawkins, University of MN Extension  
  Steve Sarvi, Winona City Administrator 
  Nick Koverman, St. Charles City Administrator 
7:30 – Discussion Topic - COVID-19 Issues for SE MN Cities 
 Finances and Staffing - Chris Giesen, CEDA 
 Tech for Meetings, Citizen Interaction – Heather Holmes, CEDA 
  Mayor King, City of Stewartville; Bill Schimmel, Stewartville City Administrator 
 
8:30 – Adjourn – Time for additional discussion for those who wish. 
 
  

Cities in counties of 

  Southeastern Minnesota  
  League of Municipalities  

Dodge 
Fillmore 
Freeborn 
Goodhue 
Houston 
Mower 
Olmsted 
Rice 
Steele 
Wabasha 
Winona www.semlm.org 
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COVID-19 Resources and Info for SE MN Cities 

 
SEMLM has been sending COVID-19 info specifically for cities in several 
recent emails. Below is a collection of the links and articles featured in many 
of those emails.  
 
DEED Financial Assistance Matrix (check for updates as it will change over time): 
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/emergency-financial-assistance-small-businesses-non-profit-acc_tcm1045-
428518.pdf 
 
Bloomberg Cities: 
https://medium.com/@BloombergCities/coronavirus-initiative-to-keep-u-s-mayors-connected-
with-experts-and-each-other-c51b654c790a 
 
From the CDC: Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission 
(PDF) 
 
 
Info from CEDA website: https://www.cedausa.com/covid/ 

2020.03.23_IRS_Paid
LeaveGuidance.docx 
 
Information for Childcare Grants is of special importance. The grants are targeting childcare 
assistance for essential workers, and your city staff may have several members who would 
qualify. Please see the attached memo and links provided by DEED.  

2020-04-01-faqs-pe
acetime-emergency-child-care-grants_tcm1053-426064.pdf 

Senate Guide to 
CARES Act.pdf  

 
SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL): https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/press-

releases/?id=425890 

 
Payroll Protection Program (PPP): 
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-
program-ppp 
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/articles/PPP_Lender_List_April_2_2020_0.pdf 
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Helping Minnesota Businesses during COVID-19 
Starting soon businesses can apply for SBA low interest loans  

We care deeply about your business and are actively working with state and federal partners on 

measures to assist businesses through this unprecedented time. 

DEED is regularly connecting with business leaders from around Minnesota to offer information, 

hear their questions and ensure we are doing all we can as quickly as we can. 

U.S. Small Business Administration loans available soon 

One way Minnesota businesses may be able to get assistance is through low interest loans from the 

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). Governor Walz has requested an Economic Injury 

Disaster Loan declaration, clearing the way for businesses to apply for loans to pay fixed debts, 

payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s impact. If you 

have questions, please call the SBA hotline at 1-800-659-2955. We will share SBA loan application 

information as soon as it becomes available. 

Sales tax grace period 

Restaurants, bars and other businesses impacted by the temporary closures now have a 30-day grace 

period in paying sales and use tax, under a grace period announced yesterday by the Minnesota 

Department of Revenue. This means that affected businesses with a monthly Sales and Use Tax 

payment due March 20, 2020 will have until April 20 to make that payment. These customers should 

still file their return by March 20. Penalties or interest will not be assessed during the grace period. 

Find out more at the Minnesota Department of Revenue website. 

Workplace health and safety 

We know that many Minnesota businesses have taken extraordinary measures to offer telework, paid 

leave, and other options to their employees during this time of uncertainty. 

Businesses and employers can visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website for help 

with preparing for and responding to COVID-19. 
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The U.S. Department of Labor has developed some guidelines for how companies can prepare their 

workplace for COVID-19. 

For information on protecting workers and slowing the spread of COVID-19, refer to guidance from 

the Minnesota Department of Health, measures include telling sick workers to stay home, offering 

remote work options and increasing space between workers on the job. 

If you need to reduce workers' hours 

Employers experiencing a slowdown in their businesses or services as a result of the coronavirus 

impact on the economy may apply for the Unemployment Insurance Shared Work Program. This 

program allows employers to seek an alternative to layoffs - retaining their trained employees by 

reducing their hours and wages that can be partially offset with UI benefits. Workers of employers 

who are approved to participate in the Shared Work Program receive the percentage of their weekly 

UI benefit amount based on the percentage of hours and wages reduced, not to exceed 60 percent. 

Visit Shared Work Program to learn more about its benefits for employers and employees, and how 

to apply. 

Unemployment Insurance information for employers 

Additional Unemployment Insurance information for employers affected by COVID-19 

If your workers apply for unemployment benefits, we will let you know. 

Lost business insurance coverage      

Lost business income insurance is subject to the specific terms and conditions of your policy. 

Contact the broker or agent that sold the policy or your insurance company. 

Ongoing updates 

When we have more information, we will share it via email and social media, share it online on our 

COVID-19 Information for Employers page on the DEED site, and work to distribute it through 

media outlets. 
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Emergency Loan Program Applications Being Accepted 
 

 

On Monday, March 23, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 
announced a Small Business Emergency Loan program to help business owners who are experiencing 
temporary cash flow shortages as a result of statewide orders to close restaurants, bars and other select 
public services.  
  
Because of our long history of partnering with DEED in other lending programs, Southern Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation (SMIF) was chosen as one of nearly two dozen statewide organizations to accept 
Small Business Emergency Loan applications.  
 
Businesses located in SMIF's 20-county region must submit applications directly to our SMIF 
lenders. See contact information below .  
  
While the outline of DEED's Small Business Emergency Loan program is available online, agency staff 
still are developing application approval criteria. For the time being our lenders are accepting 
applications and recording them in the order in which they are received. Loan consideration will start 
when DEED provides application approval criteria.  
 
SMIF will require additional documentation before a loan application can be processed. We also strongly 
encourage applicants to confer with their bank about possible accommodations on existing loans.   
  
We understand the urgency of this situation for businesses across our region. We will do everything in 
our power to respond and act quickly to help our entrepreneurs and our communities. Please check 
our emergency response page for updates. We also will send email updates with criteria from DEED as 
soon as information becomes available.  

 

 

Emergency Loan Application  

  

 

 

Contact SMIF lenders with questions or to submit an application 
 

Diane Lewis 
Lending Officer  

Marcia Haley  
SBA Lending Director 

dianel@smifoundation.org 
 

507-214-7014 

marciah@smifoundation.org
 

507-214-7021 
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Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation Launches 
Emergency Child Care Grant Program in southern Minnesota 
at the request of Governor Walz 

 

 

Licensed family- and center-based providers caring for children of 
emergency and essential workers are invited to apply for grants 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
March 26, 2020 
 
OWATONNA, Minn. - The six Minnesota Initiative Foundations (MIFs), including Southern 
Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF), have created an Emergency Child Care Grant 
Program to provide immediate financial support to licensed child care providers in Greater 
Minnesota in response to the coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic. All six foundations have 
committed $50,000 – for a total of $300,000 dedicated for Greater Minnesota child care 
providers right away – and are working to secure additional resources from other partners.    
 
SMIF will award grants of up to $1,000 to eligible licensed family child care programs and 
grants of up to $3,000 for licensed center-based programs in SMIF's 20-county region. To be 
eligible, providers must be caring for the children (ages birth to 5 years) of parents or 



15 
 

guardians who are working in government-identified critical sectors who are exempt during 
this time from the stay at home order.*  
 
Interested child care providers located in SMIF's region should complete a short application 
provided on SMIF's website. The intent is to provide a response and funding to qualified child 
care businesses within approximately two weeks of receiving their application.  
 
The Minnesota Initiative Foundations were established in response to the economic crisis of 
the 1980s and have a long history of working together to help Greater Minnesota 
communities thrive. Together, they became leaders in promoting early childhood care and 
education and building coalitions and collaborative partnerships to support young children 
and their families. Most recently, they have been working with the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development and 
dozens of local leaders, agencies, organizations and businesses to develop community 
solutions to address the child care shortage in Greater Minnesota.  
 
"It has been heartbreaking to hear from our child care partners across southern Minnesota as 
they deal with new challenges as a result of this unprecedented crisis," said Rae Jean 
Hansen, Vice President of Early Childhood at SMIF. "At SMIF, we are honored to be able to 
play a part in supporting child care businesses as they fill a critical need in our communities 
by caring for children of emergency and essential personnel." 
 
*Workers who work in critical sectors during this time are exempt from the stay at home 
order. These exemptions are based on federal guidance from the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security with 
some Minnesota-specific additions. To learn more about who is considered a critical worker, 
please visit the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development’s website. 
For questions about who is considered a critical worker, please contact 
CriticalSectors@state.mn.us.  
 
For questions about SMIF's Emergency Child Care Grant Program, contact Rae Jean 
Hansen, Vice President of Early Childhood, at raejeanh@smifoundation.org or 507-214-7012.  
 
Learn more about Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s COVID-19 response in 
southern Minnesota at smifoundation.org/covid-19.  
 

    

  

 
 

 
 
To clarify the Governor’s EO 20-20 that calls for “Stay at Home’, here are some 
resources: 
https://www.lmc.org/resources/stay-at-home-covid-19/ 
https://kttc.com/2020/03/26/walz-addresses-concerns-over-stay-at-home-order/ 
The Minnesota legislature passed the COVID-19 Response bill (HF4531/SF4451). The full text 
of the bill can be found here: 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?version=latest&session=ls91&number=HF4531&sess
ion_year=2020&session_number=0 
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Topics on the LMC’s resource page at https://www.lmc.org/resources/covid-19-resources/ 

 Stay at Home Information for Cities (Updated March 26) 
 City Employment Issues During COVID-19 Pandemic (Updated March 27) 
 #WeGotThis: Pandemic Response Webinar Series Recordings (Updated March 27) 
 General Operational Issues During the COVID-19 Pandemic (March 21) 
 Insurance Trust Coverage Response During COVID-19 Pandemic (March 19) 

Additional resources: 
Emergency declaration and electronic meetings 

 Steps to Declare Local Emergency and Hold Meetings by Electronic Means 
 Model Declaration of Local Emergency by Mayor (doc) 
 Model Declaration for Electronic Meetings (doc) 
 Model Resolution Extending Public Emergency (doc) 
 Model Public Notice of Telephone or Electronic Meetings (doc) 

City operations 

 Information Memo: Meetings of City Councils 
 View the LMC Pandemic Plan Guidance for Cities (pdf) 
 Template for infectious disease Continuity of Operations supplement from MN Management and Budget 

(pdf) 

Information about public health 

 View the Minnesota Department of Health COVID-19 web page 
 Learn more about the coronavirus disease from the CDC 

Communications resources 

 CDC Resource: Share Facts About COVID-19 
 Staying Ahead of the Message: A Guide to Communicating During a Crisis 
 How to Advocate From Home While Access to Capitol, Legislators Limited 

Previous updates 

 Considerations When Closing City Facilities (March 17) 
 LMC Building to Close Due to COVID-19 (March 17) 
 Governor Announces Strategies to Reduce Spread of Coronavirus, Legislature Calls a Recess (March 16) 
 COVID-19 Peacetime Emergency Executive Order FAQ (March 16) 
 Upcoming League Events Canceled Due to Coronavirus Concerns (March 16) 
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For Immediate Release 
 

 

Lender or Business Questions: 
sblgp@state.mn.us 
  
Media Questions: 
Rita Beatty  
rita.beatty@state.mn.us  

 

March 30, 2020 
Media Resources 

Previous Announcements 

 

 

DEED Announces Small Business Loan Guarantee Program 
Will help Minnesota lenders provide capital to small businesses throughout 

the state affected by COVID-19 

St. Paul – The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) is 

announcing the Minnesota Small Business Loan Guarantee Program, which was approved by the 

Minnesota Legislature last week.  This temporary program, established in response to impacts of 

COVID-19, provides another option for financing to help small businesses weather this difficult 

time.  DEED estimates that this $10 million will guarantee $20 million to $25 million in loans for 

Minnesota small businesses. 

“DEED’s loan guarantee initiative is another example of how Minnesota leaders are working 

together to ensure we’re doing all we can to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis,” 

said Governor Tim Walz. “These loan guarantees help Minnesota’s small businesses access the 

capital they need to keep operating during this difficult time.” 

“We created this loan guarantee program because we know many small businesses across 

Minnesota need help and that existing emergency loan programs may not meet the needs of every 

business,” said DEED Commissioner Steve Grove.  “The Minnesota Small Business Loan 
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Guarantee Program is part of a slate of emergency small business assistance options DEED is 

implementing with bipartisan support from the state legislature.” 

DEED is not the lender, but it will work with lenders throughout the state to use the loan guarantees 

to support small business loans. These loan guarantees will facilitate loans for a variety of purposes 

and can be subordinate to other financing. Allowable loan uses must be exclusively in Minnesota 

and include machinery or equipment purchases, maintenance, or repair; expenses related to moving 

into or within Minnesota; and working capital when the working capital is secured by fixed assets 

when possible. 

The loan guarantees can only leverage funds for Minnesota businesses with fewer than the 

equivalent of 250 employees, which includes the total of all employees at a parent company and at 

any additional locations. The program will provide an 80% guarantee up to a maximum of 

$200,000, therefore the maximum loan amount in the loan guarantee program would be $250,000. 

The program will be open for up to 12 months from the declaration of the peacetime emergency 

under Executive Order 20-01 on March 13. 

All loans will be made by lenders enrolled in the Minnesota Small Business Loan Guarantee 

Program. No loans will come directly from DEED. Eligible lenders include banks or other 

commercial lenders, public entities, or private nonprofit economic development organizations 

whose headquarters are located in Minnesota. DEED is now accepting applications from lenders 

who would like to participate in the program at the lender tab on the Small business Loan 

Guarantee Program page of the DEED website. 

If your business is seeking funding, please business tab on the same page at the end of the week of 

March 30 to obtain contact information for enrolled lenders as it becomes available. Each lender 

will utilize their own established application and underwriting processes for loans. Please discuss 

the requirements with the lender that you choose. 

Visit the COVID-19 Information for Employers and Businesses page on the DEED website  for 

more resources related to business assistance, Unemployment Insurance and FAQs. 

DEED is the state’s principal economic development agency, promoting business recruitment, 

expansion and retention, workforce development, international trade and community development. 

For more information about the agency and its services visit the DEED website or follow DEED on 

Twitter. 
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National resources 
GIFTS & GRANTS  

 Inc. has curated a list of tools, resources, and financial help for businesses.  
 The U.S. Small Business Administration releases new information on the 

Paycheck Protection Program. 
 No Kid Hungry is providing grants to schools and nonprofits offering meals for 

children.  
 Financial assistance for bar employees.  
 One Fair Wage is providing cash assistance to tipped and service workers 

through a new support fund. 
 U.S. Digital Response is matching data and digital service volunteers with local 

and state governments to assist with rapid response Covid-19 projects. 
 Music blog compiles list of emergency funding and resources for artists. 
 Forbes is curating a list of Covid-19 small business relief programs. 
 Facebook is offering small businesses cash grants and advertising credits. 
 The U.S. Small Business Administration is relaxing criteria on Economic Injury 

Disaster Loans of up to $2 million for impacted small businesses. Coordinate 
with your governor's office. 

 The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is distributing $560 

million to state and local jurisdictions to support Covid-19 response. 

OTHER RESOURCES  

 Pro bono access to experts platform (GLG) 
 Maintaining essential health services (WHO) 
 Summary of what's in the $2 trillion federal relief act for cities. 
 Resources for local governments (ICMA) 
 Building your strategic communications plan for Covid-19 (ELGL) 
 Resources for local leaders (National League of Cities) 
 Crowdsourced local government response resources (ELGL) 
 Support for public servants (Apolitical) 
 What mayors need to know (US Conference of Mayors) 
 Fact sheets, posters & free communications resources (CDC) 

 Disaster distress counseling hotline: 1-800-985-5990 (SAMHSA) 

CDC'S LATEST GUIDANCE FOR:  

 Optimizing PPE with burn rate calculator 
 Homeless service providers 
 Health care facilities 
 Long-term care facilities & nursing homes 
 Checklist for older people 
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 Retirement communities and independent living 
 Preparing community- and -faith based organizations 
 Mass gatherings and large community events 
 Emergency medical services and 911 operators 
 What law enforcement personnel need to know 
 K-12 schools and childcare centers 
 Businesses and employers 
 Cleaning and disinfection of rooms and community facilities 
 Caring for someone at home 

 How to protect yourself 

 

 GrantWatch is a search engine connecting non-profits and small businesses to grant 

opportunities.  

 U.S. Digital Response is matching data and digital service volunteers with local and 

state governments to assist with rapid response Covid-19 projects. 

 5 types of local relief funds for small business and nonprofits.  

  

 
 


