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From the Prez   – It’s the Attitude! 
Have you noticed an attitude change in our region? Sure, we all 
have issues in our cities and the region, but the change I see is in 
our attitude about it. We don’t just moan and complain, and then 
say, “Oh well, …” SE MN looks at its problems, and says, “So 
how do we solve these issues?” We dig in, look for possible 
solutions, learn about them, then decide which option is best to 
work our way out of our problem or issue. We make a plan and 
take action. I’d call that a positive attitude.  
 

That’s the attitude I see in our region since the SEMLM Regional 
Economic Impact Study came out last fall. It identified our 
regional issues, and put a dollar amount to how much each one 
would affect us. In the last year, there have been so many events 
from organizations in SE MN looking at solutions to our region’s 
issues identified in the SEMLM Study. SE MN is pulling together, 
and it’s not just our eight SEMLM counties, Rice, Steele, and 
Freeborn county cities and organizations are working with us, too.  
 

When we get together in Spring Valley on October 30th with the 
LMC Fall Regional, you’ll see more of that positive attitude. 
You’ll be among people working together toward solutions. The 
LMC has remarked in the past how impressed they are at how we 
come together here. Their Fall Regional meetings in SE MN 
typically have the highest attendance in the state.  
 

I won’t be surprised at all to hear we have set another attendance 
record this year for the LMC Fall Regional event. We come to 
these meetings with an attitude of finding solutions, and every time 
we do, we make progress for our cities and the whole SE region. 
That’s the right attitude to succeed. Keep it up!  
 

See you October 30th in Spring Valley! 
 

SEMLM President Dan Eggler, Kasson City Council 
 

   
www.semlm.org 
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Contact SEMLM: 
brenda@semlm.org 

October 2019 
Oct. 30 …….….. Spring Valley 
(with LMC fall regional) 
Jan. 30, 2020 …… Rochester 

*Look for treats on  
pages 4, 5, 7 

 

REMINDER: Please send your 2020 legislative policy ideas to brenda@semlm.org by 
October 28th for discussion in Spring Valley on October 30th.  Thank you!  
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  Two Companies...One Goal 

Serving You Better 

Boardroom News 
The Board has two open seats for either an elected or staff 
city official from any of the eight counties, with extra 
consideration for applications from Fillmore Houston, 
Mower, and Wabasha County cities. The application form 
is on page 10 of this newsletter, and at 
https://www.semlm.org/how-to-join. 
 

The SEMLM Board held its Annual Strategic Planning 
meeting October 10. The Board covered numerous topics, 
including: 

 Review of past legislative policies for possible 
inclusion or updating for the 2020 draft of 
SEMLM Legislative Policies to present at the 
October 30th SEMLM event in Spring Valley.  

 SE MN Public Works Equipment Sharing 
Program software with Senator Carla Nelson 
who volunteered to help with legislation. 

 Plans for the SE MN Diversification Loan Fund 
bill for 2020 with Journey to Growth. 

 Meeting topics and event locations for 2020 
SEMLM events. 

 2020 Collaborations with other regional 
organizations. 

 SEMLM Community Partner program 
expansion.  

 Geographic area of the SEMLM.  
 Outreach to nonmember cities 

SEMLM Board of Trustees 
President Dan Eggler   
Kasson City Council 
councilpersoneggler@cityofkasson.com  

 
Secretary Nick Koverman   
St. Charles City Administrator 
NKoverman@StCharlesmn.org  

 
Treasurer Mark Vahlsing 
Kenyon City Administrator 
mvahlsing@cityofkenyon.com     
 
Past President Randy Staver 
Rochester City Council President 
rstaver@rochestermn.gov  
 
Trustee Kathleen Gottschalk  
LeRoy City Council 
kattgott6996@gmail.com 
 
Trustee Kim Beise 
Red Wing Council President  
kim.beise@ci.red-wing.mn.us  
       
Trustee Ryland Eichhorst  
Oronoco Mayor             
rylande@hotmail.com 
 
Trustee Rick Butler 
Claremont Mayor                     
rkbsd15@gmail.com 

 

                       

 

 
 

In Memory 
Kenyon Mayor Mike Engel 
passed away since our last 
newsletter. If you’ve ever attended 
a SEMLM event, you probably met 
Mayor Engel.  
Besides serving Kenyon as a 
dedicated public official, Mike 
served our region by attending 
SEMLM events for years. His 
distinctive hat and stature made 
him easy to spot, and he wasn’t 
afraid to speak up during group 
discussions.  
New meeting attendees got a 
warm welcome from Mike, and his 
advice to listen and learn from the 
collective experience and wisdom 
of SEMLM members. Mike was a 
big part of that knowledge and 
wisdom, and he will be missed by 
us in the SEMLM.  
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Public Works Equipment Sharing Program Update 
The July SEMLM session on this topic drew the attention of our 
Senator Carla Nelson, who then offered to help the SEMLM work  
toward accessing software or groupware to manage an inventory of 
all loanable Public Works equipment from participating cities in the 
SE MN region.  
The goal is to make it possible for each city to list their loanable equipment, and update 
their list as needed, through their own specific online account using the software. With a 
geographic search engine, a city that needs to borrow or rent equipment could find 
which cities nearest to them have that item available to loan.  
The SEMLM will be working with Senator Nelson and her staff to identify the best way to 
achieve this, with the possibility of drafting a bill to bring forward at the Capitol for 
funding as a pilot project for all cities in the state.  Stay tuned! 
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Sven and Ole work for the City        Funny on 4 

(Be glad it’s not your city!) 
While Sven was working for the City, his buddy Ole took a day off so he and Lena 
could do some yard work. It started to rain, so they went indoors to wait out the 
storm. The rains kept coming until the main floor of their house became filled with 
water. Lena said, "Ole, vat are ve going to do? The vater is coming in!"  
"Let's go to da upstairs. Da rain von't last dat long, and it von't get up dere," was 
Ole's reply.  
After a short time upstairs, Lena looked at her feet and saw they  
were immersed in water. "Ole! Ole! Da rain has reached us up  
here. Vat are ve going to do?"  
"Lena, don’t vorry. Ve'll yust go up on de roof. Da vater vill  
NEVER reach us up dere. It's too high."  
 
After sitting on the roof for a period of time, Lena noticed a hat floating downstream. 
She, of course, thought that someone had just lost his hat and the current was 
taking the hat with it. However, when she looked at the water rising again, she 
noticed that the hat was coming back upstream. That hat kept going downstream 
then upstream, downstream and upstream.  
 
"Ole, look at dat hat," she said.  
 
Ole was as puzzled as she was. Then it suddenly hit him. He remembered what 
Sven had told him.  
 
"Lena, I know vy dat hat is going back and fort’. Ven I talked to Sven yesterday at 
City Hall, he said dat come hell or high vater, he vas going to mow da city park 
today!” 
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MN Trivia  
 

Where was the 
automatic stapler 

invented? 

 

Charlie Henderson, an inventive tool and 
die maker, came to Spring Valley in 1895. 
His inventions improved life for many.... his 
creative bag tiers used in grain elevators to 
speedily tie grain sacks with a wire tie; his 
silent shutter invented for the Conley 
Cameras helped raise the company 
prestige as a prominent manufacturer of 
cameras for the Sears Roebuck Catalog Co. 
in the early 1900's. He invented a "shipping 
tag tacker" in 1923: then the automatic 
stapler, creating the dies to produce them. 
He was a mechanical genius but a poor 
businessman and never received fortune 
or fame for his inventions. However, he 
was revered in the Spring Valley area as a 
"man who could make anything we 
needed!" 
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OCT. UPDATE: SE MN DLF 
Diversification Loan Fund Bill  

Development of a fund that provides low interest 
loans and support for location and growth of 
regional businesses outside of Rochester proper. 
Regional leaders and stakeholders crafting fund that 
represents and benefits the region as a whole. 
 

ELIGIBILE FOR 
Agriculture, Manufacturing, Technology, Health 
Care, Childcare, Residential Development 
 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS CAN BORROW FOR 
Redevelopment Projects 
Main Street Commercial Improvements 
Local Business and Transportation Infrastructure 
 

LOAN PROCEEDS CAN BE USED FOR 
Equipment, Facility improvements 
Employee housing 
Childcare Facility construction or improvements 
 

Changes for 2020: The DLF bill is being 
updated based on legislative input from last 
session.  As Journey to Growth caps its five-
year program this year, watch for an 
announcement of the new lead organization 
of this bill and further action on it.   
Hint: SE MN Cities will like this development!  

More info at SEMLM events. 
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News from Mosquito Heights 
One of the burdens of office for Mosquito Heights Mayor Buzz Olson 
was his brother in-law, a fellow who liked to throw his or his brother 
in-law's political weight around. Mayor Olson had instructed his 
policemen and other city officials to treat him just like they would any 
other taxpayer. 
 

Buzz’s brother-in-law got a ticket for overtime parking. He 
immediately descended in fury on police headquarters, waving the 
ticket and sputtering, "Hey, do you know who I am?" 
 

The desk sergeant surveyed him calmly, picked up his telephone and 
dialed Mayor Olson's office. "Mayor," he said, "your brother-in-law is 
down here and can't remember his name!"

 
 

Available online with forecast information 
through 2040 for our entire eight-county 
SEMLM region, including separate 
sections of specific forecasts for each of the 
eight counties.  
 The full SE MN Economic Impact Forecast 
Study report and  database links are on the 
Home page of the SEMLM website:  
www.semlm.org 
 

The study results are available to all cities, 
counties, regional groups, and planning 
entities throughout the region and beyond.  
 

There is no fee to access this data.  
 

We thank the MN State Legislature for 
providing the funds through DEED to 
allow this study to inform planning 
decisions throughout SE MN.   

 

SEMLM  
SE MN Economic 

Impact Study 
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What’s HOT in Spring Valley? 

CEDA’s Cathy Enerson, who served as Spring Valley’s 
EDA Director, secured a $42,011 Minnesota Value 
Added Grant for Valley Butchery and Meat Market. 
The grant will assist with an expansion to the building 
and equipment purchases.  
 
The Spring Valley EDA partnered with University of 
Minnesota Extension for the Making It Home 
program. The initiative creates a positive conversation 
about what the community offers newcomers. It then 
mobilizes community members to create an action 
plan. A story about the initiative was published in the 
University of Minnesota Extension publication Source 
Magazine.  

The Spring Valley EDA created a business/commercial 
incubator program to encourage the creation and 
support of new for-profit businesses that maintain 
and enhance a sustainable and diverse business 
climate within the City of Spring Valley’s 
business/commercial districts. Further, this program 
seeks to provide business owners with education and 
tools to increase their opportunity for long-term 
success, while filling currently vacant commercial 
properties in the community.   
Details of the program are here. 
 

 

How the SEMLM works
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2019 LMC/SEMLM Regional Meeting 
October 30th 

Spring Valley Community Center 
200 S Broadway Ave, Spring Valley, MN 55975. Get directions here: https://tinyurl.com/yythkrfo 

  
1:30 p.m.  Registration Open 
2:00 p.m.  Welcome and Highlights from League Leadership 
Hear from LMC President Mike Mornson and Executive Director Dave Unmacht about 2019’s highlights 
and priorities for the upcoming year. 

2:30 p.m.   Update from DEED (the Department of Employment and Economic Development) 
DEED’s commissioner or deputy commissioner will provide an overview of their economic development 
programs, highlighting new programs and changes that came out of the 2019 legislative session. There 
will be plenty of time for Q & A, so bring your questions! 
3:30 p.m.   Break 

3:45 p.m.   Legislative Recap and Preview 
Join the League’s Intergovernmental Relations (IGR) team to hear highlights from the 2019 legislative 
session and learn about the League’s draft 2020 legislative policies. Find out what actions you can take 
to advocate on key issues impacting cities. 
4:15 p.m.   Regional Hot Topic - Update from Minnesota Housing 
Ryan Baumtrog, Assistant Commissioner 
Hear from experts on the needs centered around affordable housing in Greater Minnesota, which 
include both multifamily and single-family development for an ever-growing workforce. 

5:15 p.m.   Social Time, Networking, and Dinner 

6:00 p.m.   Host City Welcome 

6:05 p.m.   Insights on How Your City and Council Can Support First Responders 
Participate in this panel discussion to explore how your city hall and council can take action to support 
mental health for first responders. Local law enforcement and mental health professionals will discuss: 

          What can impact mental health for first responders 

          How to create a plan to support first responders in your city 

          What cities can proactively put in place to build wellness and resiliency 

7 p.m.   SEMLM Updates and City Input 
8 p.m.   Adjourn 

REGISTER TODAY! Click to go to LMC website for registration. Registration covers both LMC and 
SEMLM programs for this event. 
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Application to become a SEMLM Board Member 

 
Name _______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 
 
Address __________________________________ City____________ Zip __________ 
 
Email ________________________________________ 
 
Relevant Experience or Employment (attach a resume if relevant) 
 
 
 
 
 

Why are you interested in our organization? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Area(s) of expertise and contribution you feel you can make 
 
 
 
 
 

Other volunteer commitments 

 
 
 
 
 

Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities 

Cities in the counties of 
Dodge 
Fillmore 
Goodhue 
Houston 
Mower 
Olmsted 
Wabasha 
Winona www.semlm.org 

Please give to Brenda Johnson 
at this meeting or send to 

SEMLM 

PO Box 413 

Chatfield, MN 55923 

Email to brenda@semlm.org 
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